[Apoptotic cell death of F9 mouse embryonal teratocarcinoma depends on cell population density].
Apoptosis, or programmed cell death, is an active process fundamental to the development and homeostasis of multicellular organisms. Mouse embryonal carcinoma F9 cell line was shown to express wild type p53 protein known to be one of the major regulators of apoptotic cell death. Herein we describe apoptosis-inducing conditions for F9 cells. The density reached by a cell population in culture is shown to be a factor of apoptotic death for both undifferentiated and induced to differentiation F9 cells. However, the relationships between population cell density and apoptosis induction are different in undifferentiated and differentiating cells.